
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming District 
PD 

Sarah Hamer, PLC Coach            January 2018 
Loren Craddock, Inst. Facilitator 
 

Coach’s Connection 
White Station Elementary 

 

PLCs This Month: 
Tuesday-  
We are in our 2nd Quarter Cycle of Professional Learning (CPL)which focuses 
on text dependent questions with an emphasis on productive struggle and 
math discourse. PLC focuses this month are EL and Eureka Planning, 
Common Formative Assessments, Peer Walk-throughs, and Looking at 
Student Work (writing tasks, exit tickets). 
Thursday-Admin will continue planning with grade level, content 
specific teams. Checkout: https://vlp.scsk12.org/ for curriculum resources. 

Purpose: The fishbowl is a peer-learning strategy in which some participants are in an outer circle and one or 
more are in the center. In all fishbowl activities, both those in the inner and those in the outer circles have roles to 
fulfill. Those in the center model a particular practice or strategy. The outer circle acts as observers and may assess 
the interaction of the center group. Fishbowls can be used to assess comprehension, to assess group work, to 
encourage constructive peer assessment, to discuss issues in the classroom, or to model specific techniques such as 
literature circles or Socratic Seminars. 
Procedure:  
1. Arrange chairs in the classroom in two concentric circles. The inner circle may be only a small group or even 
partners. 
2. Explain the activity to the students and ensure that they understand the roles they will play. 
3. You may either inform those that will be on the inside ahead of time, so they can be prepared or just tell them as 
the activity begins. This way everyone will come better prepared. 
4. The group in the inner circle interacts using a discussion protocol. 
5. Those in the outer circle are silent, but given a list of specific actions to observe and note. 
6. One idea is to have each student in the outer circle observing one student in the inner circle (you may have to 
double, triple, or quadruple up.) For example, tallying how many times the student participates or asks a question. 
7. Another way is to give each student in the outer circle a list of aspects of group interaction they should observe 
and comment on. For example, whether the group members use names to address each other, take turns, or let 
everyone’s voice be heard. 
8. Make sure all students have turns being in the inside and the outside circles at some point, though they don’t all 
have to be in both every time you do a fishbowl activity. 
9. Debrief: Have inner circle members share how it felt to be inside. Outer circle members should respectfully 
share observations and insights. Discuss how the fishbowl could improve all group interactions and 
discussions. 
 

*Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2018 
Inservice – Foundational 

Skills & Data Digs 
 

*Thursday, Jan. 4 2018 
Teach 4 & 5 PD 

 
*See the Spartan Tribune for 

more information 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Faculty 
Meeting Focus 

Register in PLZ 
 

 
– Jan.6 KK-2 
Expeditionary Learning 
Launch Course #20369 
– Jan.20 Fifth Grade 
Social Studies Course 
#20504 (Stipend) 
-Jan. 11&23 Eureka Math 
Module Studies  
-Self-Paced Course# 
14497-Classroom 
Management Elem. 
-Self-Paced Course# 
PD360-8287 Hands-on 
Science Activities 
-Self-Paced Social 
Studies # PD360-1328 

KK-2 Expeditionary Learning 
(EL) Website: 

eleducation.org 

 Protocol Of The Month – Fishbowl 

In the Know: 
iReady – Mrs. K. Coleman 
Achieve 3000/Smarty Ants – 
Mrs. Craddock 
MAP Testing – Mrs. Hamer 
PowerSchool – Mrs. Barbour, 
Mrs. Craddock, Mrs. Hamer 
PLZ – Mrs. Craddock, Mrs. 
Hamer, Ms. A. Johnson, Mrs. 
Sheefel 
Observations – Dr. Breeden 
 

Thank you AdvancED 
Committees.  Job WELL Done! 
Dropbox: 
UN:	wseadvanced@gmail.com 
Password:	SpartanStrong1 
 
 


